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\ 7 , D E S C R t P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Checfc O n e ; 

I I E x c e l l e n t S Good Q F a i r • De te r i o ra ted O Ru ins O Unexposed 

f C h e c * One) 
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• Moved O r i g i n a l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n j P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

This is a d i s t r i c t compr i s ing a lmost six acres and including 
two churches, eight houses and a public l i b r a r y . The center of the 
d i s t r i c t is Mi l e s Park , an open green running east and west, together 
wi th the f l ank ing one-way boulevard streets of Mi l e s Pa rk Avenue. 
On the east end of the green is the Mi l e s Pa rk L i b r a r y . Facing the 
green on the south side is the Mi l e s Pa rk Presby te r i an Church. 
Facing the green at i ts northwest corner is the Mi les Park United 
Methodist Church. 

The Mi l e s Pa rk L i b r a r y is a neo-Classic Revival bui ld ing of 
the Ionic o rder , constructed of sandstone and yel low b-rick, and 
rectangular in plan. The west entrance opens on a long f l i g h t of 
s ta i rs leading to the ma in upper l eve l . The m a i n reading room is 
a grand domed octagonal space, surrounded by eight s turdy oak 
columns of the Ionic o rder . The ground s tory beneath the ma in 
reading room houses a spacious communi ty audi to r ium seating 400, 
in which c a s t - i r o n posts support the upper f l o o r . There have been 
few a l tera t ions , except f o r new plast ic f l o o r t i l e and f lourescent l i g h t 
ing. 

The Mi l e s Pa rk Presby te r i an Church is a late example of the 
ear ly 19th century Romanesque Revival s tyle . I t is constructed of 
b r i c k and stone, and has one tower ex ia l ly placed on the nor th 
facade. The nave windows are rectangular but enclose round-arched 
m u l l i o n s . The nave i n t e r i o r has been remodeled wi th oak paneling 
and m o d i f i e d ce i l ing t russes . The o r i g i n a l oaken pews are i n place. 

The Mi l e s Pa rk United Methodist Church is a large red b r i c k 
church i n the High V i c t o r i a n Gothic s ty le . The lower meeting ha l l 
was begun in 1872, and dedicated f o r use i n 1873. The upper sanc
tuary was not completed u n t i l 1883. The facade has one large tower 
on the west; a f t e r 1925 i t lost a steeple which added 85 feet to the 
height of the s t ruc tu re . The i n t e r i o r was one large room 60 feet 
h igh. In 1937 the i n t e r i o r was complete ly r ebu i l t , w i t h an a is le arcade 
and fa l se ce i l ing beams added. Though the i n t e r i o r has l i t t l e i n t r i n s i c 
h i s t o r i c in teres t , the ex t e r io r is s t i l l a v i sua l f oca l point of Mi le s 
Pa rk . 

The houses on either side of Mi l e s Pa rk Avenue are t yp i ca l 
work ing class houses of the last decade of the nineteenth century. 
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Miles Pa rk 

2. Locat ion 

Start ing on the west p roper ty l ine of the Mi le s P a r k United 
Methodist Church and 175 feet nor th of Mi les Pa rk Avenue, 
proceed south along the p roper ty l ine , continuing south on 
the same line to a point 175 feet south of Mi le s Pa rk Avenue 
(South). Proceed east on a l ine p a r a l l e l to Mi le s Pa rk Avenue 
to East 93rd Street, then nor th along East 93rd Street to a 
point 175 feet nor th of Mi le s Pa rk Avenue (North) , then west 
on a l ine p a r a l l e l to Mi le s Pa rk Avenue to the point of 
beginning. 

GPO 9 2 1 . 7 2 4 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

This d i s t r i c t consists of an open site and a group of buildings 
which t e l l much of the h i s to ry of Newburgh .Village. The park is 

r emarkab ly intact as a pleasant sma l l open space i n a heavily urban
ized area, and together w i t h i ts buildings consitutes a s igni f icant 
h i s t o r i c a l and v i sua l uni ty . 

The v i l l age of Newburgh was sett led i n 1798, and Newburgh 
township was organized in 1815. When the v i l l age was plat ted i n 
1850, a space was reserved f o r a commons or public square. This 
p a t k was given by Theodore M i l e s , a pioneer whose fa ther had 
a r r i v e d in Newburgh f r o m Hudson i n 1806. Theodore operated a 
general store at Superior and Seneca (West 3rd) i n Cleveland. The 
green was named Mi les Pa rk in 1877. 

The F i r s t Congregational Church of Newburgh was organized 
in 1832. In 1840 i t became Presby te r i an . As Newburgh became a 
steel center, the great i n f lux of i m m i g r a n t laborers was served by 
the church . The present b r i c k bui lding was bu i l t i n 1872 fac ing the 
green, and la ter became known as the Mi l e s Pa rk Presby te r i an 
Church. 

There were Methodists i n Newburgh as ear ly as 1818, and this 
church was founded in 1832. A f r a m e bui ld ing was bu i l t i n 1841 on 
the present s i te . As wi th the P resby te r i an church, the growth of 
indust ry increased the congregation. The f r a m e bui ld ing was moved 
to the corner of East 91st Street and Walker , where i t s t i l l stands, 
and the present bui lding erected between 1872 and 1883. 

Newburgh was annexed to Cleveland in 1873. In 1894 the 
second branch of the Cleveland Public Library was opened in the 
Newburgh Town Hall, which stood at the east end of the green on 
the site of the present library. In 1904 that building was razed and 
the present library was constructed between 1904 and 1906, with a 
$44, 000 grant from Andrew Carnegie. •^'CCAJ^L 

AY I^^CEIVEO 
MAR 2 1197 coi fwAR 2 1 1974 - 3 

^£G/Sr£, 



f ». MAJOR BtBLlOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

W i l l i a m Ganson Rose, Cleveland: The Making of a City (Cleveland 
1950), 53, 74, 129, 235: ^ 

100th A n n i v e r s a r y of the Present Church (Miles Pa rk United Meth 
odist Church, 1972), unpaged brochure . 
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Degrees M inu tes Seconds 
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Degrees M inu tes Seconds 
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public L a w 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and pertify that i t has been 
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 
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Director, Office of Archeology and Hieloric Preservation 

D j t e 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The National Ifegister 

Date 

o 

oo 
Co 

m 

70 

c: 
n 

* U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1 9 7 3 - 7 2 9 - 1 4 7 / 1 4 4 2 3-1 



PROPERTY 

WORKING NUMBER 

TECH REVIEW 
PHOTOS_ 

MAPS 

CONTROL REVIEW, 

HISTORIAN 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLCGIST 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF Sk'e4ch mop ^'Q^^ 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-up 

Federal Register entry 

Send-back 

Re-submit X<^// 7^ 

Entered MAY , 7 1974 
I N T : 1 5 3 8 - 7 3 



\ 

.FLEASE RETURN THIS FpflLM WHEN WE PROPERTX IS RESUBMITTED. DATE: ^ ^ 
SAME OF PROPERTY 

5 FORM WHEN 'ME PROPERTY IS RESUBMITTED. 

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form i s being returned to your 
of f i c e for c l a r i f i c a t i o n of the information indicated below. 
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2. Location. 

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n . 
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5. Location of Legal Description. 

6. Representation i n Existing Surveys. 
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8. Statement of Significance. ^^^^ ^^^^/^^ 

9. Bibliography. 
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_11. Form Prepared By. 

12. C e r t i f i c a t i o n . 

Photographic Coverage. 

Map Coverage. /< 0 
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C l a r i f i c a t i o n or correction of the above items must be made pr i o r to the i n i t i a t i o n 
of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not 
necessarily insure that the nomination w i l l then s a t i s f y the National Register 
c r i t e r i a i n f u l l . 
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| 1 NAME 

S T A T E 

Ohio 
C O U N T Y 

Cuyahoga 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

MAY 1 7 1974 

C O M M O N : Miles Park 
jp/oR HISTORIC: NcwbuTgh Pub l j c Square 

2.. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Miles Park Avenue- see continuation sheet 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Cleveland 

z 

UJ 

LU 

Ohio 039 

C O U N T Y : 

Cuyahoga 035 
3. MAP REFERENCe 

S O U R C E : 

U.S.G.S. 7.5' Shaker Heights Quadrangle / A v ^ " ^ / X 
S C A L E : 1:24000 
D A T E : 1P70 

REQUIREMENTS Our <^ • 
T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude reference. 
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1. NAME 

COMMON 

Miles Park 
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Newburgh Public Square 

NUMERIC CODE (^^tfgned by NPS) 

2. LOCATION 
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Ohio 
COUN TY 
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TOWN 

Cleveland 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R 

M i l e s Park Avenue 

3. MAP REFERENCE 

hand drawn 1"=100' 

R E Q U I R E M E N T S : P R O P E R T Y B O U N D A R I E S , W H E R E R E Q U I R E D , A N D N O R T H A R R O W i 
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M I L E S PARK (NEWBURGH P U B L I C SQUARE) DISTRICT 

Nor th 
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School 
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M I L E S P A R K Public 
L i b r a r y 

Mi les Park Avenue 
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