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Seven Key Directions

Green Infrastructure

Scale

Cleveland and Inner Ring Suburbs

Outdoor Recreation

Regional Greenway System

Lakefront

Financial Sustainability

Cleveland Metroparks 2020: 
The Emerald Necklace Centennial Plan

+ Seven Action Areas



Acquire & manage parks 
to conserve natural 
resources and contribute 
to green infrastructure

Advance trails that 
connect with local, state 
and regional trails

Expand and strengthen 
outdoor recreation

Support resurgence of 
City of Cleveland

Continue sustainable 
business practices

2015 Strategic Planning Update



Reservation Plan Updates

• Plans updated on a rotating 
basis

• Internal stakeholders guide plan 
development

• Public outreach includes open 
houses and online comments

• Process:
Kickoff – January
Concept 1 - March 
Concept 2 - May
Chiefs – July 
Draft to Board – August 18th

Outside Stakeholder Meetings and 
Public Comment - September
Evaluate Input / Edits – October
Draft Final to Board – December



Plan Elements

Master Plan Framework

Vision 

Overarching Big Idea 

↓

Guiding Principles

Relate Strategic Goals to Specific 
Reservation

↓

Actions

Park Features, Programming, and 
Management Activities – tie back to 

Strategic Goals 

Park Work Plans



Common Comments
- Strong turn out from bridle trail users and advocacy 

for trails / trailer parking 
- Support for stream corridor protection

Bedford
- Support for trail connection to downtown Bedford
- Agree with need to add trail along Richmond to 

connect with South Chagrin – should accommodate 
bikes, horses, and pedestrians

Brecksville
- Support for trail connections to neighborhoods to 

the north (not to Echo Hills)
- Concern about stables and bridle trails

Hinckley
- Interest in regional connections to Richfield Park 

(Crowell Hilaka) and to Allardale – must 
accommodate bike/ped/horses

West Creek
- Concern about trail and bridge connections within 

park
- Support for the continual improvement of park
- Interest in neighborhood and regional connections

PUBLIC MEETINGS AND ONLINE COMMENTS



BEDFORD RESERVATION
2,309 acres

Total Trails: 38 miles
All Purpose Trail: 8.2 miles
Bridle: 14.5 miles*
Hiking only: 15.2 miles
Mountain Bike: 10 Miles*
*shared-use along with  Hiking



Bedford Reservation Vision and Guiding Principles



• Lost Meadows Shelter 
(replacement of canopy with 
20x40 permanent structure)

• Tinker’s Creek Watershed 
stewardship and corridor 
restoration (walls, etc.)

• Trail Connection to Towpath 
(APT and Bridle) – north route 
and south route

• Trail Connection along Richmond 
Rd.

BEDFORD RESERVATION PRIORITIES









BRECKSVILLE RESERVATION 3,983 acres
TRAILS: 36.5 miles total
All Purpose Trail (APT - paved): 5.8 miles
Bridle: 17.8 miles (8.5 @ Valley Pkwy)
Hiking (natural surface): 12.9 miles



Brecksville Reservation Vision 
and Guiding Principles



• Nature Center Auxiliary Building

• Utility infrastructure (water, sewer, 
fiber)

• Chippewa Field Parking and 
Restroom Development (investigate 
floodplain and utility issues)

• Overall Chippewa Creek watershed 
stewardship efforts and trail / 
bridge

• New Management Center

BRECKVILLE RESERVATION PRIORITIES





Additional 6 miles APT @ Valley Pkwy
Ph. 1 Underway; complete June 2017 

Ph. 2 Construction 2017/18 

BRECKSVILLE RESERVATION 3,983 acres
TRAILS: 36.5 miles total
All Purpose Trail (APT - paved): 5.8 miles
Bridle: 17.8 miles (8.5 @ Valley Pkwy)
Hiking (natural surface): 12.9 miles



Hinckley Reservation 2,953 acres

Trails Total: 24 miles
All Purpose Trail (asphalt): 3.4 mi.
Bridle Trails: 10.6 mi.
Hiking Trails (natural surface): 10 mi.



Hinckley Reservation Vision and Guiding Principles



• Hinckley Lake and Dam – structural 
repairs and dredge plus associated 
programs and features

• Protection of East Branch Rocky River / 
Rising Valley and key tributaries

• New Management Center

• Ledge Pool Improvements

• Plan for Worden’s Area

HINCKLEY RESERVATION PRIORITIES







WEST CREEK RESERVATION
326 acres
Total Trails: 4.3 miles
APT: 1.8 miles
Hiking: 2.5 miles



West Creek Reservation Vision and Guiding Principles



• Continue to work with West Creek 
Conservancy for trail connections and 
land protection, including additional 
acquisitions (Parmadale, etc.)

• Develop trailheads and amenities, 
including flush restrooms

• Develop Overlook Deck with views to 
Downtown

• Continue to implement latest 
stormwater BMPs and demonstrate 
latest technology

WEST CREEK RESERVATION PRIORITIES







24%

13%

22%

21%

20%

Summary of Proposed Actions as Related 
to Strategic Goals

Protection

Relevancy

Connections

Come Out and Play

Organizational Sustainability



*
Downtown 

Cleveland

2017 Updates:
• Garfield
• Washington
• Ohio & Erie Canal
• Brookside
• Big Creek


